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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, March 21, 2012 

7:30 pm 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday, March 21, 2012, at the 

Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

Members Present:   Chairman Kevin Kelly  
Bruce Hartleben 

Patty Kiernan 

 

Members Absent:  Jim MacDonald   
 

Staff Present:   None 

 

Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 

 
New Cases: 

 

1. Professional Eye Care   Case #ARB12-05 

 69 South Moger Avenue   Amend Comprehensive 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549    Sign Package  

 

Chairman Kelly called the first case, Professional Eye Care – 69 South 

Moger Avenue.  John Oliva from C&M Signs appeared before the Board.   
 

Mr. Oliva stated that his application could have been a non-ARB issue, 

except for the fact that his client wanted to change the background color 

of the front sign.  He said the landlord stated that it would be okay to 

amend the existing sign package for front of the building.  Mr. Oliva also 
stated that he is aware that the signs in the back must stay with black 

backgrounds because that was part of the original package.  His client 

wanted to install a sign with a green background in the back of the 

building, but Mr. Oliva assumed that would be difficult to do.  Mr. Oliva 
said that he never got clarification as to how many signs dimensionally 

would be in the back of the building.  Mr. Oliva explained that his client 

would like to install the new sign where the Neo sign was previously.  Mr. 

Oliva stated that the signs are a combination of carved and raised 
lettering.  He stated the logo would be raised and the rest of the sign 

would be carved.   

 

Chairman Kelly stated that the back sign complies.  Bruce Hartleben 
stated the only issue he questioned in the back is moving Neo’s sign away 

from their door.  Mr. Oliva stated that the photo where the sign is 

superimposed is over the common entrance, which kind of looks like his 

old entrance.  Mr. Oliva said the problem is that the signs don’t really line 

up with anything.  He said that he thought where he proposed the sign 
was the best option because he is swapping one for another.  Chairman 

Kelly clarified that the light box sign is going to be removed, and that the 

wall is going to be patched to match.    
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Motion:  Bruce Hartleben made the motion to accept the signage 

for Professional Eye Care at 69 South Moger Avenue, with the 
added exception that the light box is to be removed and patched 

to the existing wall to match the existing color.  Patty Kiernan 

seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 
2. Polmar Building      Case #ARB12-07 

 4 Smith Avenue      Comprehensive  

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549    Sign Package  

 
Chairman Kelly called the second case, Polmar Building – 4 Smith Avenue.  

Christine Monteleone (owner of building) appeared before the Board. 

 

Mrs. Monteleone stated that the building originally had a single tenant, 
and now has two tenants so the building needs a comprehensive sign 

package.  Mrs. Monteleone explained that the Board has pictures of the 

old sign in the location for where they are proposing to install the new 

sign.   

 
Chairman Kelly asked what the color of the posts is going to be.  Mrs. 

Monteleone explained that they would probably be white.  Chairman Kelly 

thought that white posts would look nice with the sign.  Chairman Kelly 

said his only question is if it makes sense to have black lettering at the 
top of the sign and the tenants in blue lettering.  Patty Kiernan said she 

thought about that as well; she thought it separated the sign a little bit.  

Bruce Hartleben asked if the sign was one piece in the background and 

the panels were going to be applied.  Mrs. Monteleone stated yes, and 
that the sign is double sided so that you can see it from both directions.   

Chairman Kelly stated that it was really nice that the sign was going to be 

on the applicants property and not in the right of way.   

 

Chairman Kelly stated that the location of the proposed sign on the survey 
is marked on an angle, and asked if that angle is really how the applicant 

would like to install the sign.  Mrs. Monteleone stated that right now the 

sign is on a slight angle.  Bruce Hartleben stated he likes the fact that the 

sign is on an angle.  Mrs. Monteleone stated that it is close enough in to 
see it before you get to the corner, and the line of view is clear for cars.  

Bruce Hartleben asked if there was any conclusion regarding the color of 

the lettering.  Chairman Kelly stated that the lettering on the top of the 

sign is staying black and the lettering for the tenants is staying blue.   
 

Motion:  Patty Kiernan made the motion to accept the signage for 

the Polmar Building at 4 Smith Avenue with the exception that the 

posts be white.  Bruce Hartleben seconded the motion.  All ayes.  
 

3. American Latino Deli     Case #ARB12-06 

 41 Main Street      New Façade   

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

 
Chairman Kelly called the third case, American Latino Deli – 41 Main 

Street.  Theodore Strauss (Architect for the applicant) appeared before 

the Board. 

 
Chairman Kelly stated that Mr. Strauss appeared before the Board about 

six months ago for an approval for the Maya restaurant.  Mr. Strauss said 

that he has photographs that show the deli as well as Maya, which are 

actually part of the same building.  The Board is welcome to look at the 
photos to see how one compliments the other.  Mr. Strauss said that what 
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they are basically doing is picking up the same materials.  Chairman Kelly 

asked if the work is proposed just for the American Latino part of the 

building, which would leave the middle part of the building (in between 
Maya and American Latino Deli) unchanged.  Mr. Strauss stated that for 

better or for worse the tenant in the middle of the two is not his client so 

he is not proposing anything for the middle section.   

 
Patty Kiernan asked if he was using the same materials.  Mr. Strauss 

stated yes, the material will be cedar siding which will be teak stained.  

Chairman Kelly thought that previously they approved azac.  Mr. Strauss 

stated he was correct, but he then decided not to use that.  Chairman 
Kelly asked what he used instead.  Mr. Strauss informed him that the 

same cedar siding that he is proposing was used.  Mr. Strauss added that 

the trim around the storefront windows will be the same dark bronze as 

Maya, and that the canopy will be the same red with white lettering.  
Patty Kiernan asked if the two tenants were somehow related.  Mr. 

Strauss stated no, they are just part of the same building.  Patty Kiernan 

wanted to clarify that they are going to look the same in color and 

materials.  Patty Kiernan asked if the door is being moved.  Mr. Strauss 

answered yes, one of the doors will be relocated.  She also asked if the 
single pane glass window was going to be becoming three windows.  Mr. 

Strauss stated that was correct.  Chairman Kelly stated that the same 

funky awning will be installed on the right hand side.   

 
Chairman Kelly stated it’s all one building, all the same owner, so when 

this originally came to the Board was it approved as a sign package?  The 

Board Secretary stated she thought that it was approved as a package.  

Chairman Kelly asked if it set a precedent for the whole building.  Mr. 
Strauss stated yes, that he presented a design package for the entire 

building, and we should have it in the file.  Chairman Kelly stated that 

what the Board is really doing is amending a sign package.  Mr. Strauss 

stated no, that the application is part of the sign package.  Chairman Kelly 

stated that the architecture is also changing because the window design is 
changing.  Bruce Hartleben stated that the type of window is not really 

part of the sign package.  Mr. Strauss stated that the previous approval 

consisted of the canopy package for the entire building with the peaks.  

Chairman Kelly wanted to clarify that technically something the Board 
originally approved is changing architecturally.  Bruce Hartleben added 

that the sign is not changing.  Chairman Kelly stated that the existing sign 

package showed the trapezoid detail on the other side with the windows.  

Chairman Kelly added that the awning on one side matches the awning on 
the other side.  

 

Patty Kiernan questioned that eventually the whole building will be the red 

color with the same shapes.  Chairman Kelly stated yes, that will be the 
plan for the entire building.  Patty Kiernan said she has an issue with that 

because it is a massive area.  Mr. Strauss added that there isn’t that much 

siding, and that most of it is glass.  Patty Kiernan said that it seems there 

is a lot of siding because of the way the windows are done.  She stated 

she thinks that maybe it’s the color she is not crazy about.  She said that 
she likes the awning.  Chairman Kelly added that the proposal is not very 

exciting.  He said that to see several hundred feet of siding all stay the 

same color is not architecturally the most exciting thing out there.  The 

Chairman also added that it is an improvement to what is out there right 
now, and is cleaner than what exists presently.  Patty Kiernan stated that 

she likes the awning.  Chairman Kelly responded that in the future the 

Board can suggest adding the same awning to the piece of the building in 

the middle of Maya and American Latino Deli.  Patty Kiernan said she has 
no issue with the doors.  Bruce Hartleben said that he believes that 
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something creative will have to be applied for eventually for the middle 

piece because it is their entrance.  Chairman Kelly brought up the fact that 

that is why he keeps going back to the question, when does the Board 
potentially say amend the building versus the component.  The Chairman 

said he likes the direction of the proposed window better than where it 

was on the first go around.  Chairman Kelly understood what Bruce 

Hartleben was saying about doing something creative in the middle 
eventually.  Bruce Hartleben added that it would be in the future, not 

tonight.  Bruce Hartleben stated he likes what is proposed, and feels it is 

consistent with the sign package.  Chairman Kelly added that the applicant 

should start thinking about putting the whole package together and tying 
it all together.  Patty Kiernan asked if that meant that the middle piece 

would have to be the same color as what was proposed tonight.  Mr. 

Strauss responded not necessarily.  He added that if he could have a 

conversation with the building owner, and he is willing to do something 
with the balance of the storefronts than maybe we could begin to look at 

some individualization of the units.   

 

Chairman Kelly stated that what is before the Board for approval tonight is 

what is basically on the right side of the building.  The approval consists of 
changing the awning to match the other awning, redoing the exterior 

façade with cedar, matching the color of the Maya restaurant, and 

relocation of the doors.  Chairman Kelly added that we should make a 

modification to the existing file because Maya was originally approved to 
be azac, but is now cedar siding with the approval of the Building 

Inspector.   

 

Motion:  Bruce Hartleben made the motion to accept the new 
façade for American Latino Deli at 41 Main Street as presented.  

Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

Minutes:  

 
January 18, 2012  

February 15, 2012 

 

The Board tabled the minutes and will vote on them at the next meeting. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Kevin Kelly 

Chairman 


